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THE 


LETTER. 


SIR, 


HE News of a Perſecution meerly for a matter of 

Religion, at this time a day, when the whole Na- 

. tion appears profeſſedly to diſlike it ; and the 

giving countenance to Informers (who are the Peſt 

of every Nation, and the common Enemies of Pro- 

perty) to the Prejudice of Peaceable and Trading People, 

makes your Friends, who have had notice of your late Trou- 

bles, ſuſpeCt that there is ſomething in your cafe more than 
ordinary. 

Had this fallen out in ſome remote Country, where no In- 
former had ever vet appeared, we might have conceived, that 
through Ignorance tht fort of Devil might have been miſta- 
ken for an Angcl of Light; and that upon his bare Averrment, 
ſome well-meaning Perſons, cven againſt their own Experience, 
might have been induced to miltake their Peaceable Neigh- 
bours for Dangerous Incendiaries, and unworthy to enjoy t err 
own proper Goods, But to {ec that fort of Creature concerned 
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a Country ſo near London and Weſtminſter, as not to be capable 
of knowing what Informers are, how detcſtable their Trade, 
how incoaſiderable their Power, how generally indigent and 
diſlolute, how mean their Skill , how little they know more 
than to ſubborn Wirnefles to commit Perjurics, which are diſ- 
covered to their Confuſion, is that which raiſed Wonder in 
ſome of your Friends, to fo great an height, that they generally 
requeſt from your own hal the true ſtate of your Cale in all 
its Circumſtances, to the end they may know , whether rhere 
be any thing which can ditter it from the common Caſes of” 
Perſecution meerly for Religion; from which the generality of 
the Country-Gentlcmen of Eng/aza (and particularly thoſe of 
the Country where you live) do commonly profeſs to have as 
great an abhorrency, as they have from Depopulating of Coun- 
tries, which is the EfftcCt that ſuch Perſccutions muſt of ne-= 
' ceſſity produce. In the mean time, do not I pray take me to 
be one, who think it ſtrange to hear of Troubles ; what hath 
becn formerly, may happen again without Attoniſhnent ; and 
you are too well known to b2 thought to be fſurprized or 
afraid, | 

Well did that Perſon conſider the Creature Afr, who diſtin- 
guiſhed him into two parts, viz. t&e Afan, and the Beaſt : But 
it were happy for Mankind, it the Bea were lefs imperious and 
cruel : In truth, it is rare to find where the Man is allowed to 
have any power in Acting; every thing ſeems. roo much to be 
governed by rhe Beaſt, and by the Tyranny of its inordinate Pat- 
lions and Senſes. 

And yet where ſhall one find @ ſingle Perſon in the World, 
who ca'ls himſelf a Chri/t;au, or that Party of Men who dcfire 
to be eſteemed Chritians, but he and th:y will readily grant 
that Principle, Mat. 7. 12. 4: things whatſoever ze world that men 
ſhould do to you, do even fo to them;” for this 1s the Law and the 
Prophets? and that other Principle, Rom, 3. 8. Lett ws not as 
Ewil that Good may come, to be Gofpel-Principlcs, and obliging 
to all Mankind? 

There isnot a Politician or States-man, nor a Government any 


where, that owns C5r:ftiantytg bc the true Religion, bur con- 
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felſetit, That in the Council of the Jews, which was aflcmbled 
in order to the Perlecuting of the Apoitles for matters of meer 
Religion, Gamaliet adviſed prudently, and accordiog to ihe Prin- 
ciples of true Religion, ts 5. Let them alone, for if this Counſel 


or this work be of An, it will come to nought ; but if it be if God, 


we cane cverthrow it, leaſt happily we be found even to Fight aza: nt 
God, They will all contels readily, when preſſed with theſe cha- 
ritable and peaccable Principles ; that the Spirit of Perfecuting 
for meer Religion, is a Spot of Injuiticc, as not doing to others 
as our ſelves would be done unto; and a Spirit of Dithdcnce and 
Incredulity, refuſing to truſt God, and his Providence, with the 
Defence and Jutitification of what is Profefſed to be of God : And 
vet it is hard to find that ſingle Perton, and much more to name, 
that Community or Governme:t amongit Chriſtians, , now in 
being, whoſe practice, when they have opportunity aud power, 
are not contrary to their Principles. And not only fo, but they 
will take upon them to jultifte ſuch practiccs to be conltiltent with, 
nay, cven duties, unto which they ate obliged by that pure Relig!- 
on, which they take upon them to profets to the whole Wertd, 
But to the nd 1 may not be eltcemed prcfumptuous, or uncha- 
ritable in what I here aſlert, and in regard it 1s wmpoſſ:ble to pro- 
duceevidcnt proofs for w hat | ſay, as touching ſingle Pct tons; let 
us a little examine the matter, as to Parties and Gi ermments, ta- 
king this for granted, that every particular Party calls it ſelf a te 
Church, or the true Churclt of Chriſt. It what is here urged of 
ditlcring Churches ſhall be proved true, the preſumption will itard 
very [{trong as to ſingle Perſons ; there being no fingle Petfon, who 
o_ be citecmed 2 Chriſtian, but he is in communion or fellows 
ſhip with ſome Church, which he owns to be the true Church of 
Chriſt, and by whoſe Judgment he is willivg to be concluded, as 
bcing a profeſied Member of it; and as taking it for his Pri; ciple, 
that cvery Member of the true Chunch of Chr:# ought to be of 
her Judgment, bccauſe the Scripture ſays, She is the Pi'ar and 
Ground of Truth: And though fome boggle at this, yet nothing 
5 truer than that every Chri/t+.an Socicty daily praCtilerh ir, 
Now, the better roprepare the way tur this intended Tryal, we 


Wil crave the Libeity firit, to conſider Cor i/tiaty in the Wor'd 
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in general, in its firſt Ages, when 1t was under Perſecution for 
meer matter ot Religion, and before it gained any civil Power 
an1 Dominion; From them we ſhall know what the true Chri/ts- 
anity did teach: We will then conſider Chriſtizamty in England, 
when divided only into two diitinCt Parties, v2. The Proteſtants, 
and the Papiſts: And in the lait place, We will conlider Chriſtiamty 
in Ergland, when the Proteſtants were ſub-divided into ſeveral 
Partics, viz. The Epiſcopal, or Church of England Proteſtants, 
the Presbyrerians, the Independants, the Anabavtijts, and the Qua- 
kers : and when the Papiſts were become fo ſinall, that they 
were upon the matter inconfiderable; and Ifuppoſe, from theſe 
differing times, we may hope for a reaſonable Information, 
Firſt then, Suppoſe the queſtion put to the Chriſtians of the 
- firſt and Primitive Times, in thoſe firſt and greateit Perſecurti- 
ons, under which Chriſtianity then ſuttered, [s it /awful ro Per- 


ſecmte, and to make and Execute Laws for the Inflitting of Pains 


and Penalties wpon quiet and peaceable Perple, for Aatters meerly of 


Religim ; and in particular, For meeting tegerher meerly for mat- 
ter of Religion ? Doubtleſs, their Anſwer would have been given 
with one general Voice: That it was nit Lawful; and that it was 
againſt the Rule of Chrif, and the Law of Nature, Qzod 7:b: 
non 15 ficri, Alters non fecerss, Do not unto another, what thow wouldſt 
not have dine unto thy ſelf. And that trne it is, the Jews, who 
Perſecuted the Lord of Life, and put him to Death for matter 
of meer Religion, did alledge for their Juſtification, That they 
had a Law, and that by thur Law he ought to Dye: But that 
that Law, and all Laws of that Nature, were againit the Law 
of God : And that the Chriſtians had m ſuch cuſtom, nor the 
Churches of Chriſt, 1s I think, a molt undeniable thing. 

Theſe Ages ( bv the Agreement of all ) were eſtcemed the 
pureſt Ages of Chriſtiavity ; Religion being then. moſt Pure, 
when the Profeſſors of it were molt Poor. And if any one 
ſhall conccive, that the Chriſtians of thoſe Ages would have 
given any other Anſwer, contrary to what I have here frame 
tor them, and ſhall give a convincing Reaſon for ſi:ch his Appre- 
herwfion, I ſhall confeſs my miſtake. In the mean time 1 mutt ſay, 
-Thar I cannot ſec what other anſwer they could have given 
buy 
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but what Mlſt have jaſt:ned the Perſecutions againſt themſelves 
to have been innocent, on the part of the Perfecutors, who be- 
lieved thoſe firſt Chri/trans to Err in Religion, and to be 
Diſturbers of the Peace, ar.d Government of their Countrics, 
and their Meetings to be unlawful Afſemblies : And much more 
Innocent on the patt of the inferiour Magiſtrates, who took 
care to put thoſe Laws in Execution ; they being as much obliged 
in all civil Reſpects, to put in Execution the Laws of their Supe- 
riours, as our Inferiour Magiſtrates are obliged to the Executi- 
on of our Laws ; and they gave the ſame Reaſons. And the ſame 
1s to be ſaid in the Caſe of the Perſecution of our Lord Chtiſt, as 
{cems very clcar from that Prayer, which he otftcred for his Per- 
{ecutors: Father, forgive them, they knew net what they do; here 
then is a Principle of Chriſtianity undivided. 

In the next place, We are to confider Chriſtianity in Erglars, 
when divided only into two diſtin Parties, viz. Proteſtants and 
Papiſts,and when the Froteftants had made a Sub diviſion amongſt 
themſelves here. This I take to be in the times of K. Hen. 8. 
K. Edw. 6. Q. Mary, and part of the Reiga of Q. Elizabeth ; 
for though there were diverſities of Opinions amongſt Proteſi ants, 
as well here as in other Countries, even in the firſt beginnings ; 
yet they were not divided into Parties, being every-where upon 
che Defenſive, In the time of K. Hen. 8. which I intend to in- 
ſtance in, both Partics were perſecuted. 

The Caſe ſtands thus: Thar King at his coming to the Crown, 
found the whole Natronin a quict poſicfſion of Popery,and holding 
It as an Article of their Faith, ard the Principle whereon they be- 
lieved the Unity of their Faith depended, that, The Pope was the 
Supream Paſtor, and viſible Head of Government next #nder Chriſt, 
of the Cathelick Church of Chriſt, of which the then National- 
Charch of England was a Member: The King had defended 
this Article by Writing ſo vigorouſly againſt Af. Lt her, that the 
Pope had for that very work conferred upon him the Title of 
Defender of the Faith, to be enjoyed and uſed by him, and his 
Succeſſors for ever. After this, bygaf## of Parliament, this Su- 
pream Paſtor , this Viſible Head was thrown oft, aud this Ring 
put in his place, ſo far as conccrned the Church of England, by 
tie 
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flie Title of Supream Head of the Church of England, annexed 
to the Crown ; and this by a Law, 26 Hen. 8. C. 1, And then 
by another Law, 26 Hen, 8. C. 13. it was Eratted, That if 
way by Word or Writing, ſhould attempt to Deprive the King of the 
Title of His Royal! Eſtate, he ſnould be adj waged a Traytor : This 
change of the Hicadſhip of the Church, was, and is truly (at 
lealt in England ) a Proteſtant Doctrine ; and undoubtedly there 
is no Proteſtant whatſocyer, but approves the caiting off the Popes 
Headſhip, as conformable with the Doctrine of Proteſtants. 
And upon the latter of theſe two Laws, divers ſuffercd Death 
ſor their denying the Kings Supremacy. This was the firlt {tcp 
made in Ergland, from Popery towards Protcſtancy. 

And the Vigorous Execution of this Jatter Law, encouraged 
ſeveral Proteſtants from Forreign parts to come into Erg/and, not 
doubting but to have a Liberty to Exercife their Religion here ; 
and it gave confidence to many of the Subjects of England to re- 
ceivegand to others, to entertain good thoughts of Preteſtancy ; 
being per ſwaded, that aſter the ſhedding of fo much Blood, as had 
been thed here upon that Occaſion, Ergland would never any 
more admit of the Article of the Popes Supremacy ; and conſe- 
quently, would every day make greater ſteps from that Church, 
of which che Pope was owned to be the Supream Paſtor. 

Ard certain it is, that Prore/?ancy upon this Occaſion a'ſy made 
its entrance into Eng/and, and gained Ground here, and ſuch (if 
not by open application to the King for that purpoſe, yet) atleaſt 
in their Hearts deſired a Tolcration, and to be admitted to Preach, 
and Exerciſe their Religion here, without being Perſecuted for 
thcir ſo doing ; fo that their Principle-wasat that time (ar lcait) 
againſt Perſecution for meer Religion. But Preteſtancy being now 
taken notice of to gtow, another Law was made, 3 1 Hen.8. for ſct- 
ling unity of Opinion in the fix Articles therein named, by which 
the denyal of Tranſubſtantiation , and ſeveral other DoQtines 
therein named, arc Enattcd ro be puniſhed with Death. 

And now Perſecution in England, for matters of meer Reli- 
gion, grew ſharp and highly ſo that it is obſerved by our Hiſtori- 
ans, that npon one and the ſame day, ſo!ne who were Profelled 
Papiſts, were put to Death for denying the Kings Supremacy 

which 
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which was a'Proteſiant Article : And ſome who were profeſſed 
Proteſtants, were put to death for denying Tranſubſtantiation, 
which was an Article of the Papiſts: So that at this time, the 
Government could neither be ſaid to be Popiſh, nor Proteftant, bur 
both Parties were Perſecuted moſt ſeverely for matters of meer 
Religion : And he who ſhould then have ſaid to either Party, in 
juſtification of the Proceedings of the Magiſtrate in the Execution 
of cither of thoſe Laws, That that Party did not then ſuffer for 
any matter of mecr Religion, but for breaking of the Peace, in 
breaking of the King's Laws, would certainly have been taken 
not to have underſtood thoſe Laws, or the cauſe of their then 
Sultering. 

And now, ſuppoſe eachof theſe Parties ſeparately interrogated, 
when thus under Perſecution (tor Aftt.o dat intelletwm,) Is it 
lawtul to Perſecute, and to make and Execute Laws, for rhe In- 
flicting of Pains and Penalties upon quiet and peaceable People, 
for matters of meer Religion? (tor it teemeda time to teach both 
Parties an Eternal remperance and moderation) moſt certainly, 
each Party in their then preſent Circumſtances, would have an- 
ſweredin the Negative, That it was not lawful : They would not 
have fallen into the debate to conſider what Religion their Perſe- 
cutors were of, whether of the Pop:ſh or Proteftant, to the end, 
to have fxr the Cruelty and Injuſtice of Perſecuring for a matter 
of meer Religion, upon thar Party, asa Principle of thcir Religi- 
on, which their Fancics ſhould have perſwaded them to have 
been the Religion of their Perſecutors, 

The Papiſts would not have then ſtood formalizing that , be- 
cauſe the firſt Perſecution was occaſioned upon the denyal of the 
King's Headſhip over the Church of En, lend, which was a Prote- 
ſtant Dottrine, in oppoſition to the Pope's Headſhip, which was 
the Pop;ſb Doctrine; therefore the Preteſ? auts were the Aggreſlors 
in the Perſecution ; and therefore the Principle of Perſecution was 
a Proteſtant Principle; and the Perſecution of the Proteſtants after- 
wards,was no other than a juſt Judgment of God drawn upon the 


Prizeſtants by theraſelves, as a Conſ@uerce of that Principle of 


Perſecution, which gave them the firſt cccaſion of introducing 
their Religion nationally into Er2/axd. Nor would the Preteſtanty, 
by 
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"y way of Recrimination,have charged the Papis then, that be- 
Cauſe thar'King and the then Government werc ofthe Popyſh Reli 
gion incverypoint, ſave only in the Article touching the Suprema- 
cy; therefore the Principle of Perſecution muſt neceſlari'y be a 
Popſh Principle : No, they would moſt certaialy;cach Party,have 
Gifelaimed the Principle,as unwarranted by the Principles of truc 
C5r:ftiarity, which cach of them claimed to betheirs,and each of 
them would have agrced,that it was their common Pri:ciple, To 
dounto others as they defired others ſhould do unto them. Here 
we ſce the Principle of Chriſtianity England, when divided, 

The Perſecutions before mentioned, bong quieted by-the Deat!: 
of IK. Henry thc |ighth,and the Crown Ceſcending unto K. Faward 
the Sixth, an Infant of ſuch tender Years,as made him uncapable 
of Excrcifing the Government in his own Perſon, not being come 
tothe uſe of right Reaſon; the Dul.e of Semzerſer took upon him 
the Adminiſtration of all things, under the Title of Proteltor, 
and ith him the Proteffant Party had thiir (ole Iritereſt, 

Several Penal Laws were made in this King*s Reign, for the In- 
Aliting Pains and Pcnaltics for matters of mcer Religion, whic! 
gave occaſion to the Pap:fts tocharge upon Proteſtants the Piin- 
Ciple of Perſecution for matters of mecr Religion,as their Princy- 
ze, It 15 true, the Pap:/fs were at that tncSulfercrs, and wer: 
aftually Perfecurcd by thc then Government for matters of mcc1 
Religion : But true Charity might caſilv have found other Rea- 
ſons, unto which thoſe Peſocutions might warrantably have 
been Aſſigned ; and there was certainly nuncceflity of Afigning 
then to any Principle of the Proteſtants. 

The firſt Law which was made, relating to theſe matters, wa 3 
1,Edw. 6. C. 1. touching the Lord's Supper, Entituled, The Pena/- 
ties for ſpe.thing againſt the Sacrament if the Budy and Blood of Chr://, 
or againſt the re. crving thereof in both kings, This fees to have 1) 
other tendency than barcly ro zecp both Parties from falling ty- 
ecther by the Lars, and the Prore/7.axts were more likely to fall uwn- 
der the Puniſhment of this Luw, than the Pap/ffs : None could ſay, 
Thar it was the effeCt of Freny crate Spirits;or thetghit di:ef ol 
Communion in buth kinds, to ftich gs ified ro Communicate ; 
vCt it Comprlicd not any perſun to communicate. And it hind a 
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Clauſe of great Temperance in the very cloſe of it,in theſe words; 
Noticondemning hereby the uſage of any Church ont of the King's 
Alajeſties Dominions. 

The next Law of this Nature, was made in the ſame Parlia- 
ment, viz. 1 Faw.6,C. 12 it is Entituled thus, vsz. Sratutes con- 
cernins Treaſons, &c. repealed: and this cannot be denyed to be 
ſharpagainſt the Papiſts. It makes it highly Penal to affirm, That 
the King is not, or onght not to be Supream Head on Earth tf the 
Church of England and Ireland, or any of them immediately nndev 
God,or that the Biſhop of Rome, or any cther Perſun or Perſons, other 
than the King of England fer the time being, is, or owght to be, by the 
Laws of God, Supream Head if the ſame Churches, or any of them: : 
Nut there is no neccflity or reaſon of aſcribing this neither to any 
Proteſtant Principle, though it is ſuppoſed to be made in afhr- 
mance ofa Proteſtant Principle, 

Another penal Law was male r, and 3. Edw, 6. Entituled, The 
Fena/ty for net nfing Vnifcrmity of Service and Adminiſtration cf Sa- 
eraments, Andin 3.and 4. Edw. 6. C. 10. was mate an At, For 
the abliſhing and putting away & divirs Baths and Imaies. Roth 
which were ſevere agaialt the Pepiſts in matters of meer Religion ; 
vct do Inot find any neccflity, why the Perſecutions, which theſe 
Statutcs occaſioned,ſhould be imputcd to any Protefant Principle, 

During the whole Reign of this [nfant King, it is clear,that the 
Papiſis in ſme degree ſuttercd Perfecution from the Hands of the 
Proteſtant :,for matters of mcer Religio;: : Ard without dowbe, had 
it ben then demand:cd of the Papsſts, Whether ſuch Ferſecurions 
and ſuch Lavs Enatt ing ſuch Perſecntions, were Lovficl, and agree- 
able with the Principles of true Chriſtianity, which they pretended to 
maintain? thcir Antwer wontd have been in the Negative: And 
they would then with one accord havercadily agrecd, That Per- 
fe Catia for mi'ic”s ef mer Re (100%, W.:5,.0 more Conſiſtext with 
the Rutt"of Coriſt, reririnn is, To do amtoothers, as weworr!ld that 
others þ uld do ito 1s, than Alurder and Robbery, 

But thePerſecutions Infliited upon the Papiſts, by the Law made 
in the time of King Faiard the Sixth, did not lait long ; they cn- 
dcd with his Lifc ; and by the deſcending of the Crown to Queen 
Atary, the Pap:/Þy were reiceeod from at] their Sufferinge, Al tc 
Laws made againſt them in the Timcs of Zen. $. wnd- 1 dw. 6. 
B 2 wc 
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were Repealed. But the caſe was altered with the poor Prete- 
ftants, whoſe Sutferings were ſo great, and are ſo ſharply and juſt- 
ly refletcd on, even to this day,that I, who love not to aggravate 
any thing, «ſpecially that carrics its own aggravation with it, 
will ſay no more of them, but beg of our good Gee, to fill us with 
mercy in place of revenge, and to,forgive them as we woult be 
forgiven. Sure I am,had any Proteſtant been asked his Judgment 
in that Age, touching the Principle of Pexſecutirg for matters of 
mcer Religion, he would have d:ſ{claimed it, as abſolutely con- 
trary to the Principles ofhis Religion,which is the | aint that I am 
Labouring to Evince. And after all this, ſhall any one take it ill, 
if upon a Principle of Charity | ſhall proteſs, that I could never as 
yet ſce any thing oftercd, which in my poor apprehenſion did ne- 
ceſlarily Evince; That Perſecution for meer Religion, was even an 
avowed Principle of either ſide. 

The Bloody Fury of Perſccution,under which the Proteſfants ſut- 
fercd ſo miſerably in Q. Afaries time, did end with her Reign, 
which was but ſhort. And aſter that, the Proteſtants never ſutter- 
ed more from the Papiſts. Put upon the deathof Q Mary, the 
Crown coming to Q. Elizabe:h ; and ſhe thereupon dectaring her 
ſclfa firm, a zealous, and to all intents, religiouſly a Proteſtant, 
the Edge was turned againſt the Pap:ſts, before ary differences 
were diſcerned to be among the Pretejtants, Several of thePo- 

iſh Clergy ſuffered Perſecution, ſome even unto Death in ſeve- 

/ral parts of the Kingdom : And new Laws were from time to 
time framed and multiplyed for thoſe purpoſes. And if now we 
ask the Opinion of the Pap:ſts, as to Penal Laws, either Sanguina- 
ry or others, and Perſecutions,for meer matter of Religion ; they 
will tell you, (and they continue in _that proteſtation even unto 
this day) That all ſuch Laws and Perſecut:ons are unlanful, and a- 
gainſ# the Principles of the Goſpel. And though the Proteſtants un- 
der ſeveral changes, have been in the poſſeſſion of thoſe Laws, 
and have at times more or lcfs Executed them ; ver ((>far as I 
can find) they do not own Perſecution for matters mcerly of 
Religion to be their Principle, or ſo muchas lawful, 

After the Pap:fts had ſome time continued the alone-Perſe- 
cuted Party for Matters of Rcligion, ſeveral Diftererces, in 
Mattcrs mecrly of Religion, happened to divide the Prereſt ants 

mto 
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into diſtin and ſeparate Partics, during ſome part of the Reign 


of Queen Elizabeth; and alſo during the ſeveral and ſucceſſive - 


Reigns of King Jamcs, and King Charles the Firſt: And about the 
beginning of the Reign of King James, ſome few defpe- 
rate Male-contents, profeſſedly of the Popiſh Religion , being 
found Guilty of a wicxed Plot, whereby they had defigacd 
the Deitruftion both of that King, and of his Parliament, by 
Gun-Powder (tor which they were defervedly Executed ) fcve- 
ral new and more ſevcre Laws were then, ard at ſeveral times at- 
ter, made againſt the Pap:ſts in general, by which ſeveral Puniſh- 
ments were Inflicted on them for Matters of meer Religion; ard 
ſeveral Penal Laws were alſo made, by which the then Governing 
Proteſtant Party, (then, and ſtill diſtinguiſhed by,the Name of the 
Church of England, or the F piſc:pal Party) perſecuted Them. 

The Diſlenting Proteſtants of all ſorts were Proſecuted under 
the general Name of Aon-confermiſts, who cryed aloud for Liber- 
ty of Conſcience ,and declared it abfolutely Unlawful to Puniſh 
any, for Matters of meer Religion : The refuſal of which, bed 
bad Blood in the Kingdom, and we all know what followed. 

During the continuance of the War, and after King Charles 
the Firſt was not able to make Head againit the Non-conformiſts, 
the _— Retaliated the Church of England, and not 
a little cruſhe the Popiſb Party, both having cngaged on r'othesx 
ſide, and being of other Religions, eſteemed themſelves Perſe- 
cured for matter of Religion. 

That War being ended with the Death of King Charles the 
Firſt, and the expelling of our late King out of his Dominions, 
a1d the Ruine of Ep.ſcopacy , and the Suppreſſion of the 
Papiſts, and the toral Change of the Government ; the Nox-con- 
form ſts under the ſeveral Farms, twok upon them and kept the 
Government, until the late King was by the Divine Hand of Pro- 
vidence reſtored to lis Crown : During all which time, the Epiſ- 
copal Party anc the Papiſts Suftered, more or leſs, for matters 
(at leaſt in their Appreticnſion } meerly of Religion, Bur theſe 
two Parties Wcre not alone 1n their Sufferings; for during thoſe 
Bloody conteſts, there appearcd another Party, which from its 
very firit riſe in this Ringdom , hath been ſeverely Per- 
ſecured, 
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i-cuted, and that only for Matters of Religion. This Party 
was the Pcople called Qyakers. They did-at their firſt how 
ng 5 the mſeives in the World, 0 UN dejthe name of the Children 
FLiz ht, becaule they aſſert, as their main and firſt Principle, 
7 at C tri t is the True Light that En 'gcbtens every Afan and 1V.- 
man with a minſure if ſaving Lig/ bt; which all mch to obcy 
pain of D, mma im ; bur by one Bennit, an Officer, in 1650, 
were nick named 2:44 rs. They Profclled themſelves to ad- 
te:c tothe plain Principles of the firſt C:rt4ans, and particularly 
> hol it as their Principle, That all Perſeention whatſoever, a- 
ich ny Part), People or Perſon wha ſecver , for matters meer!y 
"1 Rel tion, ts av. Ic!) MUriawf ul, VU; righteons , and againſt the 
Ya -it ard Will of God, and D. fries 6f ty 1:7 Corifianiry. "And to 
vive _ m their dre, they have been truce Contenders for their 
Prisciplie, both by their fi C1611 Apologies and Remonſtrances 
" +5 one haz :d, and Invincible Paticnce 11 Suticring on the 0- 
ticr hand, 

Up n the Reſtauration of the King, the Epiſcopal Party was 

Wo Reitorcd, The I'regbyteriazes, Hidepcndaiits ard Anabaviiſts, 
expetcd a general Tolcration in nratters of "Religion, accordin 24 
to ſ5ne of the Kinz's Gracious Lerters, as a Reward for their 
hclping or not oppoſing His Reſtauration, The Papiitg 
a'{'> expected the ſame thing, as a reward for their Lovalty 
in adhering to the Crown, The Dyakers, now a great People, 
grew confident of the like Freedom, becauſe of their Inoffenſive- 
nets ty Goverament. Pur inſtead of this expected Liberty ; all 
the fo:mer Penal Laws made 1n the time of Q. Flizabeth, Is, 
James, and K Charles the Firlt, were Revived, and ordered to be 
put in Execution, as well againit all Non-conformiſ*s, who were 
Proteſtants, as again!lt the Papiſts Ard new an more tcvere 
Laws vie re ma: leagainit them all : And by theſe reſpective Pra- 
Ctices we ſce, what all theſe Partics have done when they had 
Power. 

I think ſach as underſtand rhe TrarſaCtions of our Countrv,will 
clear me from having made any miſtake as to matters of Fact, in 
azy thing that I have here 1aid, touching paſt Perſecutions; thou 1 
| bulicve there will not want ſome, who vil! cither think me m1 
take 
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taken in the point of Charity, when I profeſs to believe tha* 
I do not think there ts any qne Party now i England, who holds it 
as a Princip!c of their Religion, That it is Lawful ro Perſecnte, or 
to make or Execute Laws for the Inflifting of Pains or Pcraltics 
for any matters of mecr Rcli-fon: Or cle they will ſapect, [ 
do not in Trath believe what I here profeſs to believe in this 
point, ſince eyen what I have ſaid as to mattcrs of Fact before 
urged' by my ſelf; it plainly appears,” that there is not one Par- 
ty now in England (the People called .Q-aters only excepted ) 
who profeſs themſelyes Chriſ!;ans, but have been notoriouſly 
Guilty (more or lcfs ) of the very Fact, or (at leaſt) of a 
publick allowing, it not abetting of it: And every Party will 
be apt to cenſure me of Singularity (at leaſt, ) fince cach Party 
thinks that they have Arguments drawn from Facts, fafhcient 
tO lix this ugly Doftrine,as a Principle,upon that Relivion which 
they hate mbſt. O thar the Aa could prevail ayvainſt' tho 
Beaſt | and that we would permit our Paſſions to give wav to 
our Reaſon, to conſider things nakedly, and as they truly arc, 
S: ſatts eff accuſ, iſe, Owis erit Innacens : ? If to accuſe be a = 
ficient Convidttion, w hat Party ſhall be able to clear it ſelf> nd 
who knows not, that *tis a Chrit;as part to Sutter, but never 
to Perfecutc ? 

I very well know, That the Proteſtants in general, who look 
upon the Papiſts as their Common E iemics, do in their Pulpits, in 
their Writings, and 1 all their Acdrefſcs to the People, chargo 


them with thoſe Rivers of Blood which ſtreamed in the trnes of 


Q. Mary, and with the Bloody Intentions which thoſe 11 aka '} 
had in their Hearts, who were enzaged in the wicked Powd: 

Plot : That the firſt was done bv Authority, and chicfly by thc 
Popiſh Piſhop's : That the other, though the FaCt bur of private 
Perſons, wasnever -go demned by Authority ; ; and Silence 15 an 
mp lyed Conſe nt an | approbation. Do we well conſider, what 
the P.tpiſts oflcr by way of Fxtenuatio! inanfwer to theſe Char- 
oes ? they jultifie none of theſe Fats : Bur as to the tn ſt, =_— 
recommend ro us 5 be confidercd, the circumſtances rhat ( 
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duly Queen, 1n oppoſition to Q. Mary, their Lawful Soveraign, 
They had raited an Army againſt her: She was compelled to 
gain her Right by Force : She was a Conqueror : And it we will 
believe them, ſhe had not given any Articles, which might have 
obliged her to Pardon any who were guilty of this Ufurparion, 
and Treaſon: She was told, It was a Confedracy of the whole 
Party of the Proteſtants, which gave her a ground to ſuſpeRt, that 
the Proteſtants held it for a principle, That it was lawful tor them 
to take up Arms againſt, and Depoſe their Lawtul Soveraign, if 
of a Religion contrary to him. 

She might,by the Laws then in being,(the ſame which we have 
to this'day in force amongit us ) have taken away the Lives of all 
who were any ways Guilty of endeavuuring to Depoſe her : She 
didnot make any one new Perſecuting Law( which is conſiderable) 
by which any of thoſe were takenoff who were put toDeath. But 
being put into fears by her Council; that without making great 
Examples of Jultice in all parts of the Kingdom, ſhe would be in 
 danzer of having new Inſurrections made by the Proteants againſt 

her; ſhe was perſwaded that the only way to prevent the ſheding 
of more Blood for the Future, was to puniſh conſiderable numbers 
of thoſe who had then aCtually broken the vld Laws of her King- 
dom. Her Biſhops (and that 1s the chief and julteſt ground of the 
charge ) had their Fears and Revenge alſo, in particular : They 
were newly reſtored to their Biſhopricks, and Religion, of which 
they had been diſp>ſſeſſed in the Time of King Edward the Sixth; 
They were afraid of being again diſturbed ; and theſe fears and 
paſſions made them take wrong meaſures. They perſivaded the 
Queen, that ſhe might as well make Examples of Fuſtice, and 
prevent future Inſurreftions, by puniſhing thoſe for their Reli- 
gion, who had been Guilty of Treaſon, as if ſhe had puniſhed 
them for Treaſon: And they urged, that by this way ſhe ſhould 
do her (elf the greater right: and give a proof to the World, that 
ſhe was more oftended with Treaſon committed againſt Heaven, 
( for ſo they eſteemed Proegfant Religion ) than with Treaſon 
c >mmitted againſt her ſelf, which might be interpreted Revenge. 
They had forgotten the Principles of the true Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, which required to Icave unto God to Revenge whatſo- 
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ever Injuries are done to him, and to leave it to God to judge, 
what Injuries were done to him ; They aid not now think of doing 
unto others as they nould that others ſhould do unto them : They did 
not remember the wiſe advice of Gamaitel, before mention'd, 
but giving Ear only to their own Fears, and preferring Humane 
Policies before Goſpel-Rules, they miſled the Queen, and took 
away the Lives of vaſt numbers of ſuch, againſt whom nothing, 
conld be charged, but what was matter of meer Religion ; 
thercby giving a Juſt occaſion to charge upon their own Re- 
ligion the Principle of Per/ecarion for meer Religion, which 
thoſe who now profeſs that Religion here, do pretend to diſ- 
own and abominatc. 

And as to the buſineſs of the Powder-Plor, they pray us to 
obſerve, that it was the Treaſon, not of the Papr##s of Eneland, 
but of a few, particular perſons of Dceiperate Fortunes and 
worſe Conictences, and not without ſuſpition of being drawn 
into the Snare by their Enemies : That upon the molt ſevere 
Scrutiny which could be made into that butinefs, it clearly ap- 
pear'd, that the number of the Offtend-rs was not greater than 
whet happens ſometimes to be engag'd in a particular Burglary, 
and not ſo many as make up the fourth part of a Foat Company 
of Souldiers : '1 hat the Villany of that deſign hath been as fully 
and generally, yca, and as publickly decry'd, condemn'd and 
reprobated by the whole party of Engliſh Paprits of that Age. 
and of all ſucceeding Ages, as any thing can be by a Party in 
Perſecution, who have not ever had any opportunitics or allow- 
ances to act in any caſe otherwiſe then cach perſon of the party 
only in his private Capacity might do -. and they Appeal to the 
Juſtice of thoſe who profeſs to have the greateſt Averlion of all 
others againſt the Religion of the Papiits, whether they will 
admit it as a rule,that the Villanies of ſome private perſons, who 
profeſs themſelves to be in Fellowſhip or Communion with any 
Church or people, calling themſelves Chri#t;ans, may in juſtice, 
and ought in Reaſon to be charged as procecding; from the 
Principles, Doctrines ,.or Religion of xghat Church or pcople 
with which private perſons profeſs to be in Communion or 
Fellowſhip.” "They cry out, God forbid any ſuch Rule ſhould 
nave credit in the World. 
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On the other ſide, 1am not ignorant, that the Papiſts who 
Eſteem the P: reſtant; in general as their mortal Enemies, by 
whom they apprehend themſelves to have been depriv 4 of 
what 15 molt dear unto them, from the time that the Prore/t arr 
Religion firſt gaind a Prcheminency i in England, areas highly 
Uncharitable towards the Proreſtants , as theſe are ſevere 1n 
their Cenſures towards them. They have almoſt look'd upon 
the Proteſtants, as the 1ſraclites did upon the Eryprians ; They 

charg'd upon them the guilt of all Blood that hath becn ſhed, 

of all the Perſecutions which have hap'ned for matters of meer 
Religion, lince the ſirlt Act of Parliament of that nature, made 
by King Zcory the VIIT unto this hour : Intinuating, th: it what 
was ſo Crueily Acted by Q. Mary's Biſhops, was occalion'd, by 
the Provocations g given in the time of King Edward the VI. and 
warranted (as far as ill Acts canibe warranted,) Firlt, by the 
Non-conformiſts Retaliations towards the Church of Engl. md, 
when ſubdu'd by them upon the Death of King Charles the I, 
and then by the Reraltation made to the Non-conformiſts by 
thoſe of the Church of Ergland, ſince the Reltoration of our 
preſent Sovcraign. 

In ſhort, as the Prorestarnts in general, to excuſe and jultihe 
themſelves, labour to caſt Perſecution for matters of mer Re- 
ligion upon the Papiſts, as a Principle of Popery ; ſo the Papiſts 
are as Induſtrious to perſwade the World, that it is a Principle 
of Proteitancy, 

| might here by way of Apology and Extenuation refer the 
Papiſts, as they do the Proteſtants, to conſider of Circumſtances 
of rimes and things which occaſion'd their Scverities againſt 
them, as the unrulineſs which might probably be amongſt the 
people in the time of K.Edw. the VI. to ſee their Religion alter'd 
as they conceiv'd, by the Protettor. And in Q. Elizabeth's time, 
betides the renſentment which the Proteſt ants had of the Cruel- 
ties which were cxercis'd againſt them in Q. Mary's time, It 
1s certain, the Papist; did not look upon Q. Elizabeth to have 
any Right to the Crown ; ſh: having been declar'd by the Judi- 
cial Sentence, and '\ndgement of Arch-Biſhop Cramer to he Ii1c- 
gitnvate ; and the Marriage hezrween K. Henry VII. and Arr 
of E::/lcn her Mother, being by the fame Sentence declar'd al 
lolntcly 
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ſalutely void ab 1:irio, and that Sentence contirm'd by ACt of 
Parliament, 28 Hen, 8. c. 7. So that the Papijts took Q. Mary 
of Scotland to be the Rightful Heir to the Crown, and Rightful 
Queen, and Q. El;zabeth was conſtrain d by great necelſity ro 
keep them under ; but Apologics are not proper to be made on 
the behalf of thoſe, who have the Authority towards thoſe who 
are ſubjected. 

And as the Proreſtants in general, and the Papi/ts, reproach'd 
cach other, reciprocally charging upon each other, that Perſe- 
c:tion for matters of meer Religion was a Principle of each o- 
thers Relig10n ;, fo did the Epiſcopal Prote#tants, and the Non- 
Conjormists; The Epiſcopal Party, who firſt Perſecuted the 
Non-conf miſts under the general Name of Puritans, or P; eſ- 
byterians, affirm'd, That their firit beginners in Scotland , from 
whence they acriv d themſel ves, did more than any Party upon 
Earth Perſecute others for matters of mover Riligion, and had gatn'd 
a Power by their Uſurpation, Oppreſſion gna lerſecution ,, being 4 
ſort of people who wanted the very Eſſentials ( as they ſaid )- of Kelt- 
gion, viz. A Right Ordination, without which (as they alleadged ) 
there could be no True Chyerch, no True Miniſtery, or Trae Sacra- 
ments : And that , therefore they ought by Penal Laws , timely 
made, tobe prevented from making Diſturbances in England. The 
Pu/itans to juſtify themſelves, denying Per/ecurion for matters 
of meer Religion to be their Principle, or to be lawful, la- 
bour'd to fix it upon the Church of Ernglandas their Princi- 
ple, and as taken up by them from the Pzpiſts, And as to the 
particnlars charg'd upon thoſe of Scorland, they ſaid, That 
whatſoever thoſe of the Reformation had dere in Scotland, w.ts 
aprroc?d and aberred by Queen Eltzabcth and the Proteſtants of 
England , witho:rr whoſe Advice nothing in Scotland had been 
Tranſatted, and without whoſe Aſſiſtance things had not been 
ſo Effetted : They further ſaid, as to the point of Ordinarion, 
That the Church of England ought not i Ret/on, to accornit Epil- 
copal Ordination ro be ſuch an Efſuntial of Religion as they charged, 
for that if no: Ordination cornld be valid but by Biſho S, t:.4t 
then it would follow, that v9 Ordination cold be validbe from 
F'rue and Right i Biſhops of the Truc Churc! of Chrijt ; and then 
he Ordination of the C:rmeh of England would be 4s invalid as 
C : ihe 
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the Ordination of thoſe of Scerland; for the Church of England 
could make out no Succeſſion of Biſhops, but through the Poprſh 
Church, which both parties ( as well thoſe of the Church of 
England, as thoſe of Scorland) had condemned and agreed to 
be a Falſe Church, and no Trre Church of Chriſt, but an Har- 
lot and Anti-chriſtian. 

Thus the Epr/copal Proteſtants and the Puritans charged and 
recriminated cach other ; the Epi/copal Party nevertheleſs ma- 
king good their ground, ſo long as they had the Civil Power to 
ſupport them ; but when upon the Death of K. Charles the I. the 
Non-conformiſts gain'd the Ciril Power. into their Hands, the 
Church of Englar'! Party (like all Parties oppreſs'd) being under 
Perſecution, toge! tier with the Pajiſts, for niatters of meer Rel:- 
gion, Did abſolutely condemn all ſich Perſecutions as Unlanful. 
And then the Non-c:) 0547/ts (who were at that time ſub-divi- 
ded, and branc:i'd out into ſeveral other Partics) gave occalion 
to charge then: with the Principle of Perſecution for meer Rel;- 
10n, and pu: thc to uſe the fame Arguments to clear them- 
ſelves, as the Epi/cor-l Party and Pariſts had reſpeCtively before 
made nſe of, when th: Government was in them, to prevail! 
with the World to b<!icve that they abhorr'd the Principle of 
Perſecution tor meer Religion ; and that the Perſecations us'd by 
them, were not for any mattcrs of mcer Religion, nor in Truth 
Perſecutions, but purely Acts of Prudence, and doing right to 
themſelves by a juſt carc to keep the Epiſcopal Party and the Pa- 
piſts out of all poſſibility of Per/ecuring them any more for the 
future. 

But none of them could find any reaſon of that Nature to cx- 
cuſe the Perſecurtons, which they us'd towards the people called 
Qunakers,they could not charge them with ever having Perſecu- 
red any Party or Perſon : Yet in Fat, both the Non-corformiſts 
and the Foiſcopal Party did Perſecute them in their turns; and 
therefore to prevent bcing charged for perſccuting a quiet Peo- 
ple for matters of meer Religion, They pretended ſometimes,thar 
the Quakers were all Mad-my, and that they Impriſon'd them 
only to keepthem ont of the way,and to prelcrve them in peace: 
And thoſe who had gotten the Government , would npon that 
Title claim the right of judging what perſons were AJad, as 

; they 
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they did always of judging what was 7r«th and what Er7our. 
At other times they pretended to puniſh the Quakers as Blaſ- 
phemers, and the Perſecutors being the only Judges of what 
was Blaſphemy under their Government, they might make 
what they pleas'd Blaſphemmy. When they grew aſham'd of 
this Charge, they then pretended, that the Qzakers were con- 
ceal'd Papiſts, and that every one who ſpoke or utter'd any 
thing in their Mectings (whether {an or Woman) was a Fe- 
ſcar Difguis'd. It was clear, that the Qzakers ſutfer'd highly, 
and it was as clear, there could not with any ſhew of Truth be 
any thing charg'd againit them, 'but what was matter of meer 
Religion. 

Now upon the whole Buſineſs, what ſhall tuch a perſon judge 
of theſe matters, who cſteems himſelf in danger of being judg- 
ed by God, if he (hall make any raſh Judgment ? Shall we take 
tor a ſufficient ſolid Proof, the Charge of an Exaſperated Ene- 
my, againſt an Enemy who hath provoked him, and this in a 
matter of ſo great a Concernment,asto render not a ſingle Per- 
ſon, but a whole Party unworthy to live ? This were to judge 
againſt the Rules of common Jultice and Righteouſneſs, as well 
as to Sin againſt Charity : And this way of judging would render 
each Party (the Quakers only excepted) to be Guilty, and to 
give a jult Title to each Party, where it hath the poſſeſſion of 
Power and Government to put to Death all of the other Parties. 

For though we in England ſhould refuſe to adniit the Charge 
of the Papiſts here to be a ſufficient proof againſt the Proreftants 
in ſo great a matter ; yet let us not deceive our ſelves fo far, as 
to ſuppoſe that in Popiſh Corntries, the Charge of Papiſts againſt 
Proteſtants would not be taken tobe at the leaſt as valid, as the 
Charge of Proteſtants will be taken to be againſt Papiſts here. 
Shall we go another way, and ſay, that in regard every Party 
takes it ſelf to be the only good and true Chriſtian, and in re- 
yard we ſee every Party, when in Power, praQtiling this thing, 
and perſecuting the other (when in their Power) for matters of 
meer Religion, that therefore every Party agrees in this? Thar 
:: 15 Lawful for thoſe who are the true Chrittians, to Make and 
Execute Penal Laws againſt ſuch as are Frroncons Chriltians, and 


io Inflick Pains nnd Penalties upon them for matters of meer Riligion, 
tht 


[22 ] 

that is, for Errors held by them as Dodvines of Relzgion : But nei- 
ther will this be reaſonable or conveni.nt ; for this will alfo 
give Titleto thoſe who have the Afiual Poirer, and are in the 
polleſſion of cach reſpective Government in the Ch» 1?zan World, 
to pnt t9 Death, and deſtroy a!l within their reſpeQuve Juril- 
dictions,whom they judge to be Erroneoces Chriſtians : And this 
rvill be alſo to Entitle the Civil Magiſtrate in every Chriſtian 
Co mtry, to the abſolute and uncontroulable right of judging bc- 
tween Trmth and Error, ſoas to have no appcal from his defini- 
tive Judgment ; and to entail againſt common Senie an 1f a!l;- 
bility in the Civil Magiſtrate of every Comtry of determining, in 
matters of Faith and Religion : I ſay, azainſt common Seaſe : 
for Chriſtianity reacherh rs,that there can be bit one true Faith ; and 
if this Power of judging ſhould be alion'd to the Civil Magiſtrate, 
there would be as many Fatrhs as there arc Governments amonglit 
Chriſtians : "Thar would be true Faith in one Country, and the 
denyal of it puniſhable with Dearth; which in another Country 
would be an Error and a Falſe Faith, and the affirming of it 
puniſhable with Death. 

It would alfo beto juſtify not only what the Papiſts in Erng- 
and, but what both the Papiſts and Proteſt ts in all other parts 
caſt as a Charge upon our Nation, That the only Rule of Farth in 
England, zs the Parliament of England ; that nothing is truc 
Chriſtian Doctrine i England, nor any Tranſlation or Senſe, or In- 
terpretation of Scripture, a true Tranſlation or Senſe, or Interpret 2- 
tron of Scriptare in England, but what is judg'd ſo 10 be by the Par- 
liament of England. Whereas, though in the Srature made 
2, 3 Eaw.6. c. 1 Entituled, 4n At for the Uniformity of Ser- 
vice and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments throughout the Realm. 
It was afhrm'd by that Parliament, That the Book of Common- 
Praye” enjoyn'd by that Statute tobe us'd, was made by the Aid of 
the Holy Gift : Yet that very Book, was by that very Parliament 
alterd and amended, as appears by Statute 5 Ea. 6. C. 1. And 
it hath received ſeveral Reformations and Amendments 1ince, 
and was in and by a Parliament in Q. Marys days, judged to bc 
Herencal. 

As to my own Judgment in this particular Afﬀair, it lcads me 
to another way of reaſoning and diſcourling ; I do, and I think 1 
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am bound in Charity to believe that every Perſon and Party who 
protelleth Czr:tzariry,do at lcalt intend to be what they profeſs, 
and that they do all in their Hearts fully give conſent unto all 
thoſe common Dottrines of Ch-i/tianiry,which,as ſtanding Prin- 
ciples of that pure Relig:io, were never queſtion'd or deny'd by 
4ny fort of Chr15tt:ns, ſuch as are thoſe which I have betore ob- 
tery'd, ()/{ don 0 u97t0 others, as we world have others do 1nto 115, and 
of 1:0: doarg Emil, that Good 14ty come of it ;, and thoſe others of 
{oving or Neighbours a5 our {elves yea, and of Loving or wyery 
Enemies, 4d doing good to them that who hate ws and uſe its dee 
{rtgbtrfully : All which, when ſoberly conlider'd, without Paſ- 
lon or Humane lnterclt, are exprefly againft all Per/ccaurions for 
matters of mcer Re!iyion, and do not only tye up Proteſtants 
nom deſtroying of P-oreft.zrs, but even from Perſecuting of any 
jort for any matters of mecr Relieton : as thoſe Commands, 7:0 
(halt do 10 Auirthir, Tron ſhalt wor Steal, Thou ſhalt rot commit 
Aadulrery, are againſt and tye up all Chr1t;4aus trom ſhedding ot 
Blood Urlawtully and Malitiouſly , and againſt Raprve and 
Uncleanneſs. And ſuch do alfoin their Hearts believe, that whar- 
ever Counſel or work is of man, will tallof it ſelf ; and that 
what 13 of God will ſtand Mavgreall the Per/ecurions and Oppo- 
{itions oi man z and that there 1s none of them do intend to fight 
1z2inlſt God, or would willingly be found ſo doing. All this be- 
ing taken by me in my own Thoughts,to be molt certainly rruc, 
whenever I come to enquire, Fow then can theſe things be * 
How can all theſe Parties(among which there are great numbers 
of Good, Sober, Judicious and Sincere perſons ) offend againlt 
theſe common Principles of the common Faith of all Chriſtians, 
by making and Executing Poczal Laws for matters of meer Rel:- 
ein ! Immedt.uy a4joyiiing to this another Queſtion, which 1s, 
And how can ſomany perſons, profcti:ng to he Christims, take 
revenge by Blood, ulurp the Goods of their Neighours, 21d 
commut the Sin of Urelcanreſs! Yer all theſe were once done 
by that great apd good King, and Propher, who was a Mw 
ater God's onn Heart, That which to mc Anſwers this latter 
Queſtion; iecms clearly to folve the torm-r ; That the Fe./t guts 
the better of the Af ; The Paſſions commit a force upon Rewclu2.,, 
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ſometimes (though but for a time) and careleſs men oftentimes 
to contradict their Faith by their Prafice, until by Afﬀflictions 
they gain underſtanding, and come to Repentance for the Saving 
of their Souls. This to me ſeems ſo evident a Truth, that, until 
ſomething more evident ſhall convince me of my heing miſtaken 
in this, 1 jhould think it as great a Sin againlt Charzy, for me 
to charge it as a |rinciple of the Religion of any Party (profeſ- 
ling to be Chriſtians) That Perſecution jor meer Religion 3s Lanful, 
hecauſe I ſee it pratlis'd by thoſe who have Power amongſt that 
Party, as to charge the ſame Party, to hold it as a Principle of 
their Religion, that Murther, Theft and Adultery are Lawful, 
becauſe great numbers of that Party, are too often guilty of 
the practice of thoſe Sins. 

it this way of conlidering things be not found unreaſonable, 
. but upon due reflection, ſhall appear to be contormable to the 
true Principles of Chriſtia»ity, and the Holy Riles and DoArines 
of Chriſt, I hope thoſe whoare publick perſons,will forgive me 
when I wiſh they would lay it to their Hearts, and think well, 
whether it would not be of uſe to preſerve this poor Nato, 
from the further guilt of thoſe additional 7 ſtices,and Crrelric:, 
which the contrary way of raſh Judging mult involve, and daily 
do involve us in. 

[s it not more calm fadgment to ſay , That the Diferdinate Paſ- 
cons of K. Henry the VHL hurricd him into thoſe Craelties which 
he committed, than to impute them to the Principles of any 
Religion which he profeſs'd ? Is it not more becoming us to ſay, 
that an over-zcalous Paſſion of Fears which our firlt Reformer: 
had in the time of K. Edw. the ſixth, made them apprehend, that 
they conld not put Popery out of its Poſlleſlion otherwiſe than by 
force,and conſequently led them unwarily into practices, which 
were contrary to their True Faith , then to admit the Charge 
laid on them by the then Perſecuted Papifts, That Perſecntion for 
meer Religion, was the firſt Proteſtant Principle, upon which Pro- 
teſtancy /aid its firſt Politick, Foundation in England ? Were it 
70t more Ingenious, to attribute the Cruelties, which were in- 
t!1ted in Q. Mary's time, to the Paſſior of Fear in that Queen, 
and of Fear and Covecrouſneſs in her Biſhops, that nothing could 
iecure her againſt New Rebellions from the Proteſtants , = 
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fix the Biſhops in their re-gain'd Poſleſſions, but Examples of 
the utmolt rigour, then to labour to fix thoſe Barbarous Cru- 
eltics as a Principle upon the Religion of the Queen ? Is it 
not more Charitable to aſlign all the harſh Laws made and exe- 
cuted in the times of Queen Elizabeth, King Zames, and in the 
ſeveral ſucceeding times ſince by the Government avowedly Pro- 
reſtant, to the Fear, Ambition, Revenge, or other frail Paſliors, 
cover'd generally under the ſpecious Titles of Reaſon of Stare, 
then to give the World a juſt Ground to charge thoſe Crueltie; 
upon a Principle of Proreſtancy. This we muſt do, or (which is 
25 much to our Diſhonour ) we mult give a juſt Ground to the 
molt Civiliz'd Nations of the World, to charge thoſe paſt Bar- 
barities, exercis'd ſo long in England, upon the People of our 
Nation, to the Cruelties of our Engliſh Natures : For what other 
thing can ForreignNations impute it unto,when they ſhall obſerve 
the ſame Perſecution continued for near one hundred and forty 
years, under all the various Forms of Religion which we have 
had, cach Party renouncing the Cruelties to proceed from any 
Principle of theReligion own'd by that Party, yet exerciſing in 
Fatt, what they renounce to be their Faith. 

But my Charity doth not reſt here, it compels me to make yet. 
one ſtep further;and ſince it is not to the Diſhonour of our Na- 
tion, I hope none will be diſpleas'd with it. As Iam verily per- 
ſwaded, that all thoſe Penal Laws, which have been made in this 
our Nation for the infliting of Pains and Penalties for matters 
of meer Religion, have not had their Original from any Prin- 
ciple of any of thoſe Religions which have been profeſs'd by any 
of thoſe Powers or Governments by which they were made, but 
ought to he imputed to the Paſſions of thoſe who made, and 
cans'd them tobe put in Execution: And that a falſe Reaſon 
of State, or zcal in Church-men, gave thoſe Paſſions leave to 
work cven againlt th- Religion which every Party Perſecuting, 
Proteſs'd; fo do I moit confidently belicve, that the "True Prin- 
cipics of the common Chriſtianity, which cvery Party own'd, 
and true Reaion of Srae grounded upon thoſe true and com- 
monly own'd Principles, reſtrain'd all and every the reſpetive 
Parties, by whom thoſe L2ws were made, from all Intentions 
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thoſe who had from time to time, and wito [till have the Exc- 
Ccutive and Interpretative Power of thoſe Laws velted in them, 
tare always underflood,and do itil} continucto nnderſtand thofte 
Laws not- ro have becn intended by the Legutlative Power to be 
ſtrifth and rigidly or conſtantly executed : My Reaſon is, that hacl 
this been otherwiſe, All of All Parties, except one, who at 
ſome time had heen in Power, mult have bcen e're this totally 
Butcher'd or deltroy'd, and our poor Country fo far Depopu- 
lated as to have become a Prey to ſome of our Potent Neigh- 
bours : Forevcn in Qucen Afary's times, thouſands efcaped that 
never ticd ; and had private Mectings, but the molt Eminent 
were Cruelly uſed. 

| know {ome there arc who haye imputcd the remiſs Exccuti- 
on of theſe unkind Laws to the Generous Good Nature which 
is found in the generality of our Nation,which abhors Cryelty, 
and hath al yays a compatlion for thoſe who are under Perſecu- 
tion ; and which well appears to any who retle&t unon the ten- 
derneſs of our Courts of Jullice, and of the generality both of 
our Magiltrates, and our Juris in all the Countries in England, 
and how they have comported themſelves nnder the ſeveral Cir- 
cumſtances of palt Times, when they have been call'd upon, and 
Provok'd, yca Threatn'd, and endeavour'd to have been torc'd 
into a Spirit of Perſecuting. 

Others there are, who hare taken the great unwillingneſs in 
all ſorts of perſons to be active in the Execution of theſe Laws 
to proceed from the innate 7eal that is in every Engliſhman to 
preſerve the Liberties and Propertics of thcir Fellow Subjects, 
as well as their own; and that they have obſerv'd,that Liberty 
and Property were never any way fo much Entrench'd upon, 
violated and deltroyed, as by theſe Crnel Laws of Perſecution 
for mcer Religion : So that every man conſidering wh2n he ſces 
I15 Neighbour ( thongh differing in Judgement trom himſclt) 
Perſccuted and deſtroyed for what ought to be ca'l'd - rather 
his miltake then his Fault (for no man can believe againſt his 
[udgement, or take an Oath againlt his Conſcience without lin) 
that though this be his Neighbours torn this year, it may be his 
own turn the next year, or next Reign; and no mans Life, Li- 
erty or Property can be ſecure i cait ſuch Laws bo Fxecutcd ; 
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but only ſuch men,who have a Conſcience fitted for all Changes 
of Government, and for every Religion that is uppermoſt, and 
who for that reaſon are as unfit to be Truſted by their Neigh- 
bours as by the Government. | 

But though I take it to be very true that. this natural incli- 
nation to Mercy and pity, and this real zeal which all men have 
for the preſerving of Liberty and Property , may have been 
great helps to keep off, or mitigate the ſevere Exccution of 
theſe Laws of Perſecution for meer Religion ; yet when I well 
conſider the great power and Influences which the Supreme 
Authority always hath upon the Subjetts ; and particularly 
upon all the Magiſtrates in general, who are always perſons 
nominated and appointed by the Supreme Authority; and muſt 
be therefore ſuppos'd to be ſuch in 66 wm the Supreme Avthority 
always Confides, as to the due Execution of what the Supreme 
Authority intends to have Executed ; I think it will Naturally 
follow,that a forbcarance of the rigid Execution of theſe Laws, - 
ought to be chiefly imputed to the Religion and true Chriſtian 
policy of the Supreme Authority ; and we ought to believe, that 
though a falſe Reaſon of State did ſometimes permit Humane 
Frailty, to make ſuch Laws as were contradictory to the truc 
Laws and Principles of that very Religion which thoſe perſons 
profeſſed, by whom thoſe Laws were made yet true Religion, 
and true reaſon of ſtate always kept thoſe perſons from intend- 
ing to have thoſe Laws rigidly and ſeverely Executed. 

[ will confirm this by one ſingle Inſtance of the higheſt Na- 
ture, and that not in the beſt of times. 

The laſt Popiſh Prieſt that was put to Death in England for 
being a Prieſt of the Romiſh Church, was put to Death in the 
time of Crommwel; I ſuppoſe, we are not to doubt of the Pa(- 
ſionate heat which intlam'd thoſe who were then in Authority 
againſt the Papiſts and Popery ;, they look'd on the Papiſts as 
mortal Enemies to their Government, and as faſt Friends, and 
deyoted Servants to the Crown and Royal Family : Notwith- 
ſtanding which, when the ſaid.Prieſt came upon his Tryal at the 
Seſſ:ons-houſe in the O!d-Bly in London, and upon his Arraign- 
ment, Pleaded that he was not Guilty of Trea/on, but acknow- 
ledg'd himſelf to bea Prieſt of the Roman Church : It clearly ap- 
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p.ar'd, that thoſe who were his Judges, did ther ntmolt to 
preſerve his Lite, and to prevent the Ex2cotion againit him of 
thoſe Laws upon which he ſtood Indicted - For they GUid for 
m 10urs 1uſpend the Recording ot his Conteſſ;on , making, 
it'their endeavour to prevail with him to Ficad 0! Glailiy to 
the Indictment : They prelled him to this 19 the publick Court, 
aſſuring, him, that if he would ſo Plead, his Lite ſhould be ſafe; 
and that they had no Evidence which could prove him to bz a 
Prieſt. And when the Old Man ( Aged about ſeventy two 
years) would not be drawn. to deny himfſelt to be a Pricft ; 
(taking, it to be a denying of his Religion) and that the Comr 
waz compell'd to gi-c judgment ayainit him; the Magiltrate 
who gave the Sentence, was fodrown'd in Iears upon that ſad 
occalion, that ir was long beforc he cculd pronounce the Sen- 
tence, which the Law compeil'd . as he proteFK'd) ; » give. Now 
| +>k, can it be preſum that in thoſe ſevere times againſt Po- 
/ery, thoſe who then fate upon the Seat of Juttice , would, or 
durlt have proceeded thus in a publics C out, and mad it 
their bulinels ſo openly, ſo avowedly to have ſav'd the Life of 
a Prieſt of that Party, it they had nor well conlider'd that the 
Makers ot thoſe Laws, and even Cromwe/, who had then taken 
vpon hi:n the Government of theſe Nation>, did not in 11th 
intend a rigid and feverc Execution of thoſe Laws, which were 
tor Intlicting Pains and Penalties for matter of meer Religion ? 


But 1 think, I need give no further In{tances for the proof of 


this my Opinion: Whoſoever ſhall reflect npon the preſenr 
Genius of our whole Nation, and conlider in what det.ſtation 
all men have the Execution of Perſccuting Laws for wattcrs of 
meer Religion, how publickly Informer> are Abhorr'd an« 
Dilcountznanced, when they labour to Perſecute any upon any 
fuch Law, will cally fee that the whole Nation in general 1s 
Convinc'd, that thoſe Laws were never any of them made,w1tt 
intention to have thei rigidly Executed. I have been told, 
(and it ſeems to be grounded upon Reaſon) tha: :t is a Principle 
ot our Laws, That even an Att of Parliament , which 1s againſt 
the Law of God, or againſt Reaſon, 35 void tn at {elf ; If this be 
true (as nicthinks it ought to be) 1 think vec arc very ncar the 
time, wherein alf our preſent Laws of this Natnre, by which 
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any are ſubje& to he in any meaſure Perſecnted for matters of 
mcer Religion, will be Repealed by the general Voice of the 
whole Nation, and that when the particular Perſons, of which 
the great Body of this Nation 45 compos'd, ſhall have conſidered 
ſomething more delibcratcly, than their Paſſions have yet per- 
mitted ail to do, that every Law of this Natare is againſt the 
Liberty and Property of the Subjefts of Ergland ; Unjult and 
Cruel, in p-initing men for not proceeCing againſt their Con- 
ſ{ctences 3 Caprieily againtt the very Principles and Rules of hz 
Goſpelof Chit, and Principles of that true Religion which 
every one of us pretends to own ; Deitruttive to the Trade ard 
Well-bcing ot our Nation, by Opprcilng ard driving away 
th:moſt Induitrious Working Hands of our Nation, and De- 
populating, and thereby Impovertihing our Country, which is 
capable ot imploying three times the number of People which 
we now have : Contradicory to the Rule of Jnitice, grounded 
upon common Reaſon. as well as Religion, which requires, 
That no man ſho:1d do unto another , what he would not have done 
wito himſelf, And conſequently void in it felf by the Rule of the 
Laws of our Country : There will not be found a Magiſtrate, 
nay, a common Swbjcet in Engl..nd, who will not 25 politively re- 
nounce the putting 4n execution, or heing accellary to the exe- 
cuting of any Law of this Nature, as he will renounce the be- 
* coming guilty of thoſe deteltable Sins of Murder or Theft. 

But until Men are a little further con-inc'd of theſe Truths, 
you (Sir ) ought not to be angry with,hut rather pity thoſe Ma- 
giltrates from whoſe Hands you have lately ſutter'd tor a Matter 
meerly of Religion : Peradventure they did not fully conlider 
that the Matter with which you were charged, was a thing of 
meer R-ligion, but took vour Mecting, in an Afſembly mcerly 
fOr the Worſhip of God, robe an nlawt;c! Aſombly, becauſe pro- 
hibitcd by a preſent 1 aw, as the poor Mag1ltrates in the Apo- 
{tes times took their Meetings in thor Atl.mblics mcerly tor 
the. Worſhip of God, to be unlawful Aſleumblics. and Breaches 
of the Peace, b:cauſe they were prohibited hy their Laws: Or 
perhaps their tear that they ſhould themſelves be ſubject to a 
Forfciture, in caſe they ſhonld have deny'd their Warrant to 
the Informer,niade them fail under thar Humane Frailty for-ſe- 
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enring of themſclves. However it was, I ſuppoſe you have no 
jul Ground to belicve the thing to be any effect of Malice againſt 
you or your Fricnds, and if it be not, then the ſame Magiitrates, 
now their fear is over, may yet b- initrumental to do you and 
themſelves Right. It is Odds but upon a [trift Reilection upon 
what the Informer hath ſworn, the Devil may have prevailed 
with him to ſwear ſomething which may be proved nantrue ; for 
Intormers are not ſqucamiſh in ſweoring for their own » + tit, 
as it hath appcar'd in £o9ndon and Afiddleſex , and o. - puint 
of Perjury proved, will invalidate all his Teſtimony, and re- 
verſcall that is done : At which I am very confident no Man 
{beſides the Informer) will be diſpleaſed. And thi: 1: in plain 
Truth the great Reaſon why your Friends here delir* to know 
all the Circumſtances of your Caſe, the certifying of which, 
may be an Advantage to your ſelf and your Friends there, and 
will be particularly very welcome unto 


Sir, 


Tour Old True Friend 
And Humble Servant, 


A, N. 


Poſtſcript. 


—— 
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Poſtſcript. 


Have here-omitted many of thoje great A gunmen, both wit, 
[| others have uſed, and winch may yet be aeowice! (rom the Note 
rure of this Subject, partly becauſe there are jo many Diiconrice 6x- 
tant, and partly becauſe Engliſh mankind begins to be ſatisfied is; the 
Alatter, Net this give meleave to add in general, That Force upon 
Conſcicace, aud Corporal Penaltics abo:t Matters of Teligion, have 
not only no Preſident or Example from Chriſt or his Apoſtles, but are 
expreſly againſt bor{ their Precepts and Examples. 

Ts Coercton is the old Diſtu; ber of States, the Deſtroyer of 
Property, the Depoprlator of Kingdoms, the Enemy of Fliman 
Nature, of Kind Neighbourhood , and of Conſcientious Religion. 
At beſt it either makgt4 men Religious by Rote, which 15 no Relj- 
gion, 0» Conformable for Fear and [nrereſt,which i> Ir-religion 
and bac Hypocriſy. But beſides all this, it corrupteth and di- 
ſtratteth the Nature of all Civil Government, by making the mea- 
ſure of Loyalty, nor Love, Honour and Obedience r9 Cxiar, b: 
Conformity 79 the Clergy and Religion 1 Faſhion, which deft roys 
the true Dipendince and Obligation 1n Govornment , and ſubjctis 
the Lives, Livertics and Eſt.nes of the People to the frequent Rewg- 
lutions of Religion ;; which ought to ſtand fixed and Sacred to:: the 
common and undeniable P: inciples of Civil and Juſt Government, 

I hope I ſhall be exerts for this Conception, ſwice of all orhers, 
This renders to Ce/r the things that are Ce/ar's: And / world 
to God, at the Celars of the World faw the Truth of this Notion : 
They would not then ſuffer them/elves to be grown nPpon, z0t only 
by znotber Power 11464 Ceſar's, but ty 2 Power contrary to C vſar's, 
and which in t14 11aency of it leares Caſar nothing but His Name. 
Let Him be felr Aine of all His People, by H:s Goodneſs, As well 
as by His Power, Optimits rene before Maximus a».0ng Infi- 
dels ; and (ball Pretenders to the beſt of Riligtons (Chriſtianity / 
mean) aecizuicit?! All Creatives Nowriſh and Defend ther Towung : 
We are 11 Childrer of the Goveritment, and fho;4d be Comforted and 
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Deſcnded unaer the Magiſtrates Wirg of Juſt Power and Favour : 
He ſhould Endeavour our Encreaſe, Encourage our Induſtiy, and 
i hereby Enrich and Replemſh the Kiiigaom, ror Impove riſh aid De- 
populate it, For the Glory of a Prince 15 in the multitude of his 
Pcople: Nor Beggars, but Men of Induſtry. But who dares to 
be Ind:ſtrio:s, that would not have his Labours made the Forfcit of 
his Sober Conſcience? VNHAPPY AGE !- Come! "ris rime 
for Humane Nature 10 remember from whence ſhe came, for Man- 
kind to Love, for Cxfar to be kind to all His People ; To let hs; 
Rain fall upon all, his Swn-ſhine upon all, that he may juſtly render 
Himſelf Maſtcr of the AﬀeC&tions of all; and not ſerve FaCtions 
nor Intereſt , nor 3mbroile his Government with the Opinionary 
Diſfe; ences about Religion , which doth nor Enlarge, but Narrow 
His Empire : And thoſe that put him upon ſuch Meaſures, let their 
Pretences be what it will, they are too arrow for his Glory, and do 
Ill Offices in the great Family of the Kingdom. They ſet the Father 
againſt the Son, and excite him to Diſ-inherit his Children, and 
thoſe Virtuous to0 . meerly for the ſober E-cerciſe of a Diſt nting 
Conſcience, about matters relating to t'other Wirld : This is PraCti- 
ling Reprobation for Opinion, and ſacrificing Nature and Mo- 
rality to Modes of Religion - Nay, this is ts Engroſs Ce/ar by 
a Party, and to Monopolize Him from the reſt of His People ; 
A ſin against the very Nature and end of Government. God grant 
us all more Wiſdom, more Honeſty, and more Charity, and that we 
may yet lvoe to ſee all Induſtry encouraged, the Poor employed, 
the Kingdom in Love with its own Growths, Virtue only re- 
warded, Vice only puniſhed, that Righteouſne/s, Peace and 
Plenty may yet vouchſafe todwell amongit us. So be it to Ceſar 
and His people, while the Sun and Moon endures. 
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